
Question: 
Identify ONE poem from your prescribed collection of poetry. 
 
Analyse the ways in which this poem reflects both the ideas and characteristics of your prescribed 
collection of poetry as a whole. 
 
 
2005 HSC QUESTION 6 (20 MARKS) HIGH RANGE ANSWER 1  -  ESSAY 
Standard English Paper 2 
 
Good morning Year 12 students, today I will be talking to you about the ideas and characteristics Owen 
poetry, as a whole, with reference to his most powerful poem ‘Dulce ET Decorum Est’. 
 
Owen’s ideas are thoroughly developed through the many use of techniques that examine the theme of 
the pity history haste reality of war.  The poem ‘Dulce ET Decorum Est ‘ is one of Owen’s most 
powerful poems which vividly describes the horror of gassing that many soldiers experienced.  The 
themes of pity, haste and sacrifice resonates through all of Owen’s poetry.  They offer powerful concepts 
of war and gives the reader the opportunity to live the war experience through strong poetic language. 
 
The latin title of ‘Dulce ET Decorum Est’ is generally translated as meaning ‘its satisfying and right to 
die for your country’,.  Owen rejects this as he makes it clear through detailing the repulsive conditions 
and human tragedy that this is myth, an ‘old he’ ostensibly based on personal experience, the description 
Owen portrays throughout is vivid and expounds the truth of what war has to offer, and the reality of 
what war entails. 
 
The poem begins with the men portrayed as ‘old’ they are physically ruined before their time.  The 
…….. of ‘knock-kneed’, ‘coughing’ and ‘…’, effectively recreates the …. to …..the audience.  
Capitulation is used by Owen to create the sense of alarm and rear.   The fact that the men are referred to 
as ‘boys’ is a sad reminder of their essential youth and emphasises the calamity of the circumstance.  
Here, Owen the theme of pity and haste is emphasised  as also seen in his poem ‘Anthem for doomed 
youth’ which attempts to recreate the dehumanising wasteful deaths of war. 
 
The first stanza deals with the extreme conditions of the exhausted soldiers ‘all went lame’, ‘blind’.  The 
images generate a demoralising contrast to the idea of the glory of dying heroically for ones country.  
Owen has used images that are far from noble, the soldiers are ;bent double, like old beggars under 
sacks’ and ‘coughing like hags’.  They are ill equipped as many have ‘lost their boots’ and exhausted.  
The slow rhythm of this stanza reflects this.  The repetition of ‘all’ and the pluralised ‘men’ emphases 
the communal experience. 
 
This stanza is contrasted with the forced activities of the next.  The enemy’s firing of ‘gas cylinders’ 
result in a flurry of activity ‘an ecstasy if fumbling’.  There is a …….., vivid description of the suffering 
when a soldier is seen ‘…..’ ‘chiling’ ‘drowning’ when he could not fit the helmet on in time.,  This 
highlights the horror and reality of war.  The use of polysyllabic particles such as ‘……..’ and ‘……….’ 
slows down the pace to almost slow motion as the ……becomes increasingly depressing.  They 
emphasise the commotion of defencelessness felt by the watching men as their comrade struggles before 
them.  These open appeals to the audience sense to encourage empathy with the soldiers experience. 
 
Owen utilises a different technique in the last stanza as a means of evoking a reaction.  This final 
fragment of the poem is couched in tunes of bitter sarcasm ‘my friend’.  It includes a single sentence, 
with a single break to maintain readers interest to the point they are able go imagine the horrific deaths.  
Notably his pain has not ended quickly.  He is still suffering as at every jolt, the ‘blood came gargling 
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Comment: Follows the text type of a speech 

Comment: Introduction provides an outline of the 
argument that the student will be making. 

Comment: This thesis statement uses the language 
of the question and makes an argument. 

Comment: The student does a thorough analysis 
of the poem by starting first with the theme. 

Comment: Student often quotes 

Comment: The student links their analysis of 
techniques back to the theme. 



from the froth …….. lungs’.  Owen aims for his audiences to recognise not only the anguish but the 
prolonged horror for everyone. 
 
The use of emotive words ‘innocent’, ‘corrupted’ and ‘obscene’ highlight pity and when used within the 
same description amplifies the imagery of suffering and symbolism of treachery.  The final stanza is a 
lengthy complex sentence but the reader’s more personally implicated as the pronoun ‘I’ has been 
replaced by ‘we’.  Similarly, Owen cleverly refers to his audience as ‘my friend’ in a clear attempt to 
secure their pity and to reject the old. 
 
Owen has utilised a variety of techniques to satisfy the actual meaning of his poem.  He is certainly 
successful in portraying the realities of war through themes of pity and horror.  Some of his other poems 
which also explore these themes include ‘Send Off’ which presents the emotionless movement of men 
who are sent to war, ‘Anthem for doomed youth’, ‘Futility’ which describes the life and death of a 
soldier, ‘The last laugh’ and ‘The …. War’.  Owen explores the reactions of those at home and has a 
genuine understanding for their sorrow and helplessness.  He acknowledges their grief and loss.  
Furthermore the primary purpose in Owen’s poetry  was to shock the civilians at home out of the 
propaganda induced complacency they have been sub 
subjected to.  All of Owen’s poetry explores the realities of war and through this, I am able to say that 
his poetry is truly powerful.    Thank you for attending this HSC study day and paying attention to my 
speech.  I hope I have helped you understand the idea of Owen’s poetry. 
 
 
 
Comment 
 
This answer centres on a good discussion of the distinctive qualities of Owen’s poetry.   A skilful, 
detailed analysis of the selected poems is based on a clear thematic line of argument.   The answer 
demonstrates good skills in explaining and evaluating the effects of a variety of well-chosen techniques 
(structure, imagery, contrast and tone). There is evidence of a clear personal engagement with the 
poems: (‘I am able to say that his poetry is truly powerful’). 
 


